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Carfentanil is a high-potency opioid, considered to be up to 100 times stronger than fentanyl. 
 
Since Toronto’s Drug Checking Service launched in 2019, we’ve observed carfentanil fade in and out of 
Toronto’s unregulated fentanyl supply.  
 
Over the past few months, we’ve been finding carfentanil more often – and not only in fentanyl samples 
collected in Toronto, but also in fentanyl samples collected in Kingston, Peterborough, and Thunder Bay 
(the other 3 jurisdictions that currently participate in our provincial public health program, Ontario’s Drug 
Checking Community).  
 
Similar trends are being observed elsewhere in Ontario, Canada, and the United States. 
 
In August, we found carfentanil in 14% (18) of the fentanyl samples collected in Toronto. That’s the 
most we’ve seen in a month to date. 
 
Carfentanil is generally found in combination with other high-potency opioids (opioids considered to be 
as strong as or stronger than fentanyl), as well as with other central nervous system and/or respiratory 
depressants, like benzodiazepine-related drugs and veterinary tranquilizers (xylazine, medetomidine). 
 
Of the 179 samples collected in Toronto that contained carfentanil between October 2019 and August 
2025: 
• 88% contained at least one other high-potency opioid 
• 62% contained at least one benzodiazepine-related drug or veterinary tranquilizer 
 
Using carfentanil may: 
• Result in overdose 
• Lead to dangerous suppression of the vitals, including slowing down of breathing, blood pressure, 

heart rate 
• Make responding to an overdose more challenging 
 

https://drugchecking.community/drug-dictionary/#Carfentanil
https://drugchecking.community/about/
https://drugchecking.community/#Individual-noteworthy-drug-trends-in-expected-fentanyl-samples
https://drugchecking.community/drug-dictionary/#Xylazine
https://drugchecking.community/drug-dictionary/#Medetomidine
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These risks and challenges are increased when… 
1. Carfentanil is used unknowingly 
2. The amount of carfentanil used is unknown 
3. Carfentanil is unknowingly used in combination with other high-potency opioids, central nervous 

system and/or respiratory depressants 
…which are almost always the case given the extreme contamination and unpredictability of our 
unregulated fentanyl supply. 
 
Review our tips and help to reduce the harms associated with using drugs from an unregulated supply. 
 
We are continuing to monitor this trend and will keep the community informed as we learn more. To 
interact with our data, visit www.drugchecking.community.  
 

_______________________________________________________________ 
 

About Ontario’s Drug Checking Community: Ontario’s Drug Checking Community is a national leader in drug checking service 
delivery and community-led unregulated drug market monitoring and education. It involves implementing the offsite drug 
checking model designed and in use by Toronto’s Drug Checking Service since 2019 in other jurisdictions across the province. 
The primary reason for doing so is to inform evidence-based responses to the worsening toxic drug supply crisis by educating 
people who use drugs, community health workers, public health units, clinicians, first responders, policy makers, coroners and 
toxicology laboratories, and others about what’s circulating in the unregulated drug supply and anticipated harms.  
 
Our program is comprised of a group of members, including collection sites, analysis sites, and a small central team that 
operates from within St. Michael’s Hospital in Toronto.  
 
Our work would not be possible if people who use drugs did not donate their drugs to our program in an effort to reduce 
the harms associated with using unregulated substances and facilitate community-led drug market monitoring and 
education. 
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